
Please click the links below to access the Council Agenda and Reports:

Council Agenda And Reports

CAR 01-04-16.PDF, 01-04-16 7.B.1. FINANCIAL PRESENTATION.PDF, 
01-04-16 BRIEFING 1.PDF, 01-04-16 BRIEFING 2.PDF, 01-04-16 BRIEFING 3.PDF

01-04-16 Briefing 2

01-04-16 BRIEFING 2.PDF

Council Action Agenda

AG 01-04-16.PDF

NOTICE:

The Full Agenda consists of scanned images of only those reports and 
communications submitted to the City Clerk before the deadline established for such 
agenda and will not include any matter or item brought before Council for 
consideration at the meeting.

The original documents are available for inspection in the Office of the City Clerk, 
Room 456 Noel C. Taylor Municipal Building, 215 Church Avenue, S. W., Roanoke, 
Virginia 24011.

To receive the City Council agenda (without reports) automatically via e-mail, contact 
the Office of the City Clerk at clerk@roanokeva.gov or (540) 853-2541. 

The records of City Council and City Clerk's Office will be maintained pursuant to 
Section 42.1-82 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, Library of Virginia Records Management and Imaging Services Division, 
Records Retention and Disposition Schedules, for compliance with Guidelines 
provided by the Library of Virginia.
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Documents:

mailto:clerk@roanokeva.gov
http://www.roanokeva.gov/7372e71f-c2a7-44bd-8b3b-73b76270116f
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FY16 General Fund Overview 
• Through November, FY16 recognized revenues were 31.1 o/o of 

the adopted revenue estimate. This was an increase of 2.1 °/o 
compared to the same period in FY15. 

• Current real estate tax increased 2.8°/o or $1.1 million primarily due 
to the rate increase in FY16. Public Service Corporations- Real 
Estate tax was $1.1 million higher than last year due to the timing 
of payments. 

• Other local taxes were up 5. ?o/o, or $1.0 million compared to last 
year due to strong performance in meals, sales, and utility tax 
revenues. 

• YTD expenditures were 43.4°/o of FY16 adopted expenditures, 
and were 1.9°/o higher than the same period last year. The 
increases were mainly related to the timing of a subsidy payment 
to the Health Department and increased funding to Schools. 
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Sales Tax Growth 
FY16 Revenue Estimate $20.5 M 

7.5.-----------------------------------------------------------~ 

6.0+------
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s:: 0 4.5 ~---------
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:IE 3.0 r-----

1.5 +------

0.0 +--------l 

4 Months Ended 10/31 

• Prior YTD Actual o YTD Budget • YTD Actual 

Sales tax revenue increased 1.6°/o over same period in FY15, and is 
3.2°/o higher than YTD budget. 
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Meals Tax 
FY16 Revenue Estimate $15.476 M 

6.0 --.-----------------------------, 

4.5 
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4 Months Ended 10/31 

I • Prior YTD o YTD Budget • YTD Ac;;;;;l -- I 

FY16 revenue is 2.2 o/o higher than budget YTD. The tax rate increased from 
5.0°/o to 5.5°/o, effective July 1, 2015. Adjusting for this , revenues grew 4.9o/o 
over the prior year. 4 
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Lodging Tax Exceeding 
Budget and Prior Year 
FY16 Revenue Estimate $4.267 M 

2.5 --r---------------------------, 

2.0 L------=======----====1 

g 1.5 
·--·-::!! 1.0 

0.5 +------1 

0.0 --l-------' 
5 Months Ended 11/30 

I ---; P~~;-~TD o YTD Budget • YTD Actual I 

Lodging tax revenue increased 4.9°/o over FY15, and is 7.0°/o higher 
than budget YTD. s 
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Personnel (Salary/Benefit) Lapse 

50.0 

40.0 
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0.0 
Target Actual 

5 Months Ended 11/30 

YTD generated personnel lapse is 0.6°/o or $257k 
ahead of target. 
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Children's Services Act (CSA) 

3.5 ......----------------------------, 
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FY 2015 Actual FY 2016 Actual 

5 Months Ended 11/30 

Target 

YTD expenses are 18.8o/o or $584k below target of $3.1 M. 
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Residential Juvenile Detention 
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YTD expenses are 22.2°/o or $82.5k above target of 
$371.9k. 
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Solid Waste Tipping Fees 

1,000 
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5 Months Ended 11/30 

YTD costs are 6.1 °/o or $57k below target of $923K. 
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Motor Fuel Expenses 

~ 400 r-----------------~------------~ t: 
ns 
VI g 200 +-----1 
J: 
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0 +----

Target 

5 Months Ended 11/30 

Actual 

YTD expenses are 8.8°/o or $34K above a non-seasonally 
adjusted target of $387K. 
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City Performance Stable 
Through November 

• Total revenues through November were 2.1 °/o higher than the prior 
year. Revenue growth in certain local taxes and the timing of 
Public Service Corporations - Real Estate tax payments 
contributed to the revenue increase. 

• YTD expenditures were 1.9o/o higher than FY15 mainly due to the 
timing of a Health Department subsidy payment and increased 
funding to Schools. 

• In November, the national unemployment rate remained at 5.0%, 
a sign of continuing strength in the job market. 

• The Federal Reserve increased interest rates by 0.25°/o in mid 
December, seven years after financial crisis. The global economic 
slowdown and strong U.S. dollar weighing down U.S. trade and 
exports remained concerns. 
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Assessment History 2010-2016 
3.50% 

3.00% 

2.50% 

2.00% 

1.50% 

1.00% 
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0.00% 

-0.50% 

-1.00% 
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-2.00% 

-2.50% 

-3.00% 
2010 2011 

Source: PROVAL Database 
Includes new construction 

2.10% 

2012 2013 2014 

0.57% 0.62% 

-O.OSOA, 
_ -0.26% 

2015 2016 

- Residential 

- Commercial 

Total 
Assessment 

4 



New Construction History 2010-2016 

$70,000,000 

$60,000,000 

$50,000,000 

$40,000,000 
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$20,000,000 
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$-
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• Residential New 
Construction Value 

• Commercial New 
Construction Value 

Total New COnstruction 
Value 

2015-16- Based on 
Projections thru June 30, 
2016. 
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History of Sales and Foreclosures 
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Median Residential Sales Price 2008 to 2015 
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In Summary 

• The City's residential assessed values still show a slight 
decline 

• Commercial properties showed a marginal overall 
increase in assessed values 

• The apartment sector continues to show growth and 
appears to be stabilizing 

• New construction activity continues to remain positive 

• Sales ratios remain in line with State standards 
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Appealing an Assessment 

../ Appeal to the Office of Real Estate Valuation by February 2"d 

../ If a property owner does not agree with our appeal decision, they 
can file an appeal with the Board of Equalization . 

../ If a property owner does not agree with the Board of Equalization's 
decision, they can then file suit in Circuit Court. 

.... 
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8 100 
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~ so 
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

• Appeals to Real Estate Valuation • Appeals to Board of Equalization 
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Tax Relief Programs 

Property Owner's Status: 

• Elderly Tax Freeze 

• Disability Tax Relief Program 

• Veterans Tax Relief Program 

Real Estate Status: 

• Rehabilitated Tax Abatement 

• Land Use Program 

• Solar Energy Abatement 

• Energy Efficient- Reduced Tax Rate 

All programs require an application 
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Collected Revenue and Percent of Change from Prior Year 
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2008 Taxes @ $1.19 Compared to 2016 Taxes @ $1.22 
(Not Adjusted for Inflation) 

Red indicates the percentage of parcels that are paying less taxes in 2016 than in 2008. 
Blue indicates percentage paying more taxes in 2016 than in 2008. 

• 2008 Taxes > 2016 

• 2016 Taxes < 2008 
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Real Estate Fiscal Impact 
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Questions & Comments 

Susan S. Lower, SRA 
Director of Real Estate Valuation 
Suite 250 Noel C. Taylor Building 
215 W. Church Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
(540) 853-2771 
susan.lower@roanokeva.gov 

KC Bratton 
Supervising Appraiser 
Suite 250 Noel C. Taylor Building 
215 W. Church Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
( 540) 853-1 833 
kelvin.bratton@roanokeva.gov 

Steve Staker 
Deputy Director of Real Estate Valuation 
Suite 250 Noel C. Taylor Building 
215 W. Church Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
( 540) 853-1845 
steve.staker@roanokeva .gov 

Cookie Wall 
Supervising Appraiser 
Suite 250 Noel C. Taylor Building 
215 W. Church Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
( 540) 853-1 835 
cookie.wall@roanokeva.gov 
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APPENDIX 

• Timeline of Assessment Process 

• History of Projected Assessments 

• History of the Appeals to REV and BOE 

• History of Sales Ratios 
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Timeline of Assessment Process 

• January: Notices mailed and hearings begin for citizens to appeal 
• February: Hearings end, mail decisions 
• March: Board of Equalization {BOE} begins 
• March: Begin re-assessment process and appraisers field reviewing property 

data, sales and building permits 
• April sth : Second payment of tax bill due (previous assessment) 
• June 30th : BOE complete 
• July 1st: Begin new fiscal year 
• October 5th : First payment of tax bill due {new January assessed value} 

• October to December: Appraiser team finalizing re-assessment 
• December: Post and certify the new assessment values 
• December to January 1st: Proofing final values 
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History of Roanoke's Projected Assessment Change 
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t- -- ----- 1 • % OF REASSESSMENT 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Fiscal Year 

INCREASE (DECREASE) 

PROJECTED TOTAL PERCENT 
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HISTORY OF SALES RATIO'S 

Preliminary Ratio II Posted Ratio 
.. I 

2015 

2014 
·--1, --- --·-·. 

99.4 I 
..JI -- -- - -- -

2013 98.6 96.83 
-- - ~ -

' :• 

2012 98.4 I 97.55 I ' - . ~-...- --- --- --

2011 100 97.22 
- - - - - .. -. 

2010 94.9 
' 

94.59 
I-- - "-- ... - .. - -· - - -'L - - .,._ 

2009 93.3 92.41 

2008 91 
- - - - . -l, - -- - . 

90.79 - ---- - Ji --- - - --·- - -- -. 

2007 90.1 89.73 
-~- ~ _.....- -- -" · -- ·- · 1r -- - -

2006 91.4 !. 88.69 IJ --- -----~ - -- -· ___ _J,_ --·· ·-

2005 92 88.38 
-il - - ---- - r- - -

2004 I 92.2 89.76 

Source: Virginia Department of Taxation 18 



Agenda 

• Guiding Principles 

• FY 2016-2017 Local Tax Projection 

• Preliminary Identified FY 2016-2017 
Expenditure Adjustments 

• Five-Year Operating Financial Plan 

• Next Steps 

(bYldirg No.3 
12/30/2015 
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12/30/2015 

Guiding Principles 
• Operate with a long-range view on resiliency and 

community impacts 

• Adhere to sound fiscal policies and procedures 

• Maintain current assets 

• Engage in partnerships that advance the region 

• Invest in initiatives to grow the community and 
region 

• Invest in employee development and compensation 

• Engage the community in long-range planning 

• Utilize best practices in decision making 
3 

Estimated Local Tax Revenue 
Fiscal Year 2017 

FY16 FY17 $Growth %Growth 
Adopted Preliminary (Decline) (Decline) 

Real Estate Tax $ 81,650,000 $ 82,900,000 $ 1,250,000 1.5% 

Personal Property Tax 20,682,000 21 ,935,000 1,253,000 6.1% 

Sales Tax 20,500,000 20,949,000 449,000 2.2% 

Prepared Food & Beverage 15,476,000 15,940,000 464,000 3.0% 

BPOL Tax 12,513,000 13,000,000 487,000 3.9% 

Transient Occupancy Tax 4,267,000 4,500,000 233,000 5.5% 

Other Local Taxes 32,859,000 33,198,000 339,000 1.0% 

Total Local Taxes 187,947,000 192,422,000 4,475,000 2.4% 

4 
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Dates to Watch for 
Refinement of Local Tax Estimates 

• February 2nd- appeal period ends for real estate 

• Late Feb- real estate estimate refined 

• February- NADA data available for 2015 vehicular 
values; personal property estimate updated 

• March 1st- Business license tax due date 

• Mid March- BPOL estimate refined 

• Early April- Commissioner of the Revenue releases 
2015 personal property levy 

• Mid April- personal property estimate finalized 

Funding to Schools Up $1,672,800 
or 2.1% in FY17 

Cllteqorv 
Local Tax Estimate 
Personal Property Tax Rei'ief Provided by Conmonwealth 

Total Revenue Subject to Sh•rfng with Schools 

Deduct Dedicated Taxes· 
Service Olstrict Taxes - Downtown and Williamson Road Dlstricts 
Local Taxes Dedicated to Regional Tourism MarKeting 
Local Taxes Dedicated to Ivy Mari<et Parformance Agreement 
local Taxes Dedicated to Roanoke River Investments 

$ 

Adopted 
Budget 
FY 2016 
187,947,000 

8 076 000 
196,023,000 

657,000 
533.000 
120,000 

Preliminary 
Estimate 
FY 2017 

$ 192,422,000 $ 
8076 000 

200,498,000 

659,000 
563.000 
190,000 
170,000 
221,000 

Amount 
Ottt.rence 

4,475,000 

4,475,000 

2,000 
30.000 
70,000 

170,000 
221,000 

5 

Percent 
Dtfference 

2.4% 
0.0% 
~ 

0.3% 
5.6% 

58.3% 
100.0% 
100.0% Local Taxes Dedicated to Sounth Corm10nwealth Partners (Downtown Hotel) 

local Taxes Dedicated to Cambria Suites Perfonnance Agreement 200 000 {200 000) {100.0%) 
Total Deductions 

Adjusted Revenue Subject to Sharing with Schools 

Percentage Allocated to Schools 
Funding of Schools 

1,510,000 

194 513 000 

40.00% 
77,805,200 

1,803,000 

198,695,000 

40.00% 
79,478,000 

293,000 19.4% 

4182 000 ~ 

40.00% 
1,672,800 2.1% 

6 

12/30/2015 
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Preliminary Identified FY 2016-2017 
Expenditure Adjustments 

Total: $3,157,490 
• Medical - $333,587 

- Five months of CY 2016 increase 
- Seven months of CY 2017 anticipated increase of 5% in employer share 

• Dental- $11,928 
- Five months of CY 2016 increase 
- Seven months of CY 2017 anticipated increase of 3% in employer share 

• Retirement- $312,600 
- Increase in rate from 15.64% to 15.81% 
- Additional employee contribution of 5% 

• Reserves - $250,000 

- Increase in base funding above current $1M level 

• Life Insurance 

- Current rate of 1.19% 

Preliminary Identified FY 2016-2017 
Expenditure Adjustments (continued) 

• VRS- Sheriff 

- Current rate of 17.42% 

- Additional employee contribution of 5% 

• Employee Compensation- $1,900,000 
- 2% Salary increase 

• Debt Service - $250,000 
- Multi-year plan to restore debt service funding for future years 

• Roanoke Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau- $87,375 
- Incremental share of Transient Occupancy Tax based on current 

estimate 

• Downtown and Williamson Road District Taxes- $12,000 
- Incremental share of Downtown and Williamson Road District Taxes 

based on current estimate 

7 

8 
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5 Year Financial Planning 

• Strategic Planning Tool 

• Advance discussion of revenue and expenditure 
issues 

• Identifies a possible fiscal gap to be closed each year 
during budget development 

$325.0 

~ $275.0 

3 
~ 
"' 

$225.0 

$175.0 

- VARIANCE 

VARBASE 

-REVENUE 

EXPENDITURES 

REVENUES, EXPENDITURES & UNASSIGNED FUND BALANCE 

~-----------_

~---------------~--

FY201SA FT2016B FT2017F FT2018F FT2019F FT2020F 

$0.6 $- $1.4 $0.9 $L9 $0.6 

$264.0 $272.1 $275.6 $283.9 $291.8 $302.2 

$264.6 $272.1 $277.0 $284.8 $293.7 $302.8 

$264.0 $272.1 $275.6 $283.9 $291.8 $302.2 

9 

10 
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Next Steps 

• Budget Offers due today (January 4, 2016) 

• DMB Staff and Priority Team Reviews 

• Council Briefing- February 1, 2016 

- Price of Government 

-Offers by Priority 

-Capital Planning 

- 5 Year Operating Planning 

12/30/2015 

11 
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FV 2016- 2017 Real Estate Assessnient 

2016 Proposed 
Assessment 

Change in Assessed 
Value 

%Change 

Reassessment 

New Construction 

Total Increase 

-$3,388,400 

$46,126,100 

$42,737,700 

2015 Assessed 
Value (7-1-2015) 

2016 Proposed 
Assessed Value 

Single Family __ .1 $4,458,331,100 $4,446,789,300 

Multi-Family $626,838,800 $633,541,900 
I -· 

Commercial I $2,433,779,400 $2,488,058,900 I 

Total $6,892,110,500 $6,934,848,200 

-0.05% 

0.67% 

0.62% 

--

- -

%Change 
{Includes New 
Construction) 

-0.26% 

1.07% 

2.23% 

0.62% 
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Assessment History 2010-2016 
3.50% 

3.00% 

2.50% 

2.00% 

1.50% 

1.00% 

0.50% 

0.00% 

-0.50% 1---

-1.00% 1---

-1.50% 

-2.00% 

-2.50% 

-3.00% 
2010 2011 

Source: PROVAL Database 
Includes new construction 

2012 2013 2014 

2-:23% 

0.62% 1 - Residential 

-O.OS0..6 -0_._2_6~ 

2015 2016 

- Commercial 

Total 
Assessment 
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New Construction History 2010-2016 

$70,000,000 

$60,000,000 

$50,000,000 

$40,000,000 

$30,000,000 

$20,000,000 

$10,000,000 

$-
201()..11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 

• Residential New 
Construction Value 

• Commercial New 
Construction Value 

Total New COnstruction 
Value 

2015-16- Based on 
Projections thru June 30, 
2016. 
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History of Sales and Foreclosures 
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Median Residential Sales Price 2008 to 2015 

$160,000 ~---------------------------------, 

$140'000 $135,000 $133,000 $133,000 $134,000 $133,900 $136,342 $1~00 
$135,000 

~ 
u ·.::: 

$120,000 

a. $100,000 ., 
..!! 
ra 
~ 

c 
.! $80,000 -
"'C 
~ 

~ 

$60,000 T I 

2008 2009 

*2015 sales data from January to October 

~--. T~- I 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015* 

calendar Year 

7 



In Summary 

• The City's residential assessed values still show a slight 
decline 

• Commercial properties showed a marginal overall 
increase in assessed values 

• The apartment sector continues to show growth and 
appears to be stabilizing 

• New construction activity continues to remain positive 

• Sales ratios remain in line with State standards 
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Appealing an Assessment 

../ Appeal to the Office of Real Estate Valuation by February 2"d 

../ If a property owner does not agree with our appeal decision, they 
can file an appeal with the Board of Equalization . 

../ If a property owner does not agree with the Board of Equalization's 
decision, they can then file suit in Circuit Court. 

.... 
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• Appeals to Real Estate Valuation • Appeals to Board of Equalization 
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Tax Relief Programs 

Property Owner's Status: 

• Elderly Tax Freeze 

• Disability Tax Relief Program 

• Veterans Tax Relief Program 

Real Estate Status: 

• Rehabilitated Tax Abatement 

• Land Use Program 

• Solar Energy Abatement 

• Energy Efficient- Reduced Tax Rate 

All programs require an application 
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Collected Revenue and Percent of Change from Prior Year 
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2008 Taxes @ $1.19 Compared to 2016 Taxes @ $1.22 
(Not Adjusted for Inflation) 

Red indicates the percentage of parcels that are paying less taxes in 2016 than in 2008. 
Blue indicates percentage paying more taxes in 2016 than in 2008. 

• 2008 Taxes > 2016 

• 2016 Taxes < 2008 
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Real Estate Fiscal Impact 
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Questions & Comments 

Susan S. Lower, SRA 
Director of Real Estate Valuation 
Suite 250 Noel C. Taylor Building 
215 W. Church Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
(540) 853-2771 
susan.lower@roanokeva.gov 

KC Bratton 
Supervising Appraiser 
Suite 250 Noel C. Taylor Building 
215 W. Church Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
( 540) 853-1 833 
kelvin.bratton@roanokeva.gov 

Steve Staker 
Deputy Director of Real Estate Valuation 
Suite 250 Noel C. Taylor Building 
215 W. Church Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
( 540) 853-1845 
steve.staker@roanokeva .gov 

Cookie Wall 
Supervising Appraiser 
Suite 250 Noel C. Taylor Building 
215 W. Church Ave. S.W. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
( 540) 853-1 835 
cookie.wall@roanokeva.gov 
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APPENDIX 

• Timeline of Assessment Process 

• History of Projected Assessments 

• History of the Appeals to REV and BOE 

• History of Sales Ratios 
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Timeline of Assessment Process 

• January: Notices mailed and hearings begin for citizens to appeal 
• February: Hearings end, mail decisions 
• March: Board of Equalization {BOE} begins 
• March: Begin re-assessment process and appraisers field reviewing property 

data, sales and building permits 
• April sth : Second payment of tax bill due (previous assessment) 
• June 30th : BOE complete 
• July 1st: Begin new fiscal year 
• October 5th : First payment of tax bill due {new January assessed value} 

• October to December: Appraiser team finalizing re-assessment 
• December: Post and certify the new assessment values 
• December to January 1st: Proofing final values 
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History of Roanoke's Projected Assessment Change 
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HISTORY OF SALES RATIO'S 
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ROANOKE CITY COUNCIL 
ROANOKE REGIONAL AIRPORT COMMISSION 

JANUARY 4, 2016 
 

9:00 A.M. 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 
ROOM 450 

 

AGENDA 
 
Roll Call – Call to Order.  All present. 
 
 Welcome – Mayor David A. Bowers 
 

NOTICE 
 

This morning’s Council meeting will be televised live and replayed on RVTV Channel 3 
on Thursday, January 7 immediately following the 2:00 p.m. session at 7:00 p.m.; and 
Saturday, January 9 at 4:00 p.m.; and video streamed by internet through CivicPlus, at 
roanokeva.gov/councilmeetings.  Council meetings are offered with closed captioning 
for the hearing impaired. 
 
ITEMS FOR ACTION: 
 
A communication from Mayor David A. Bowers requesting that Council convene in a 
Closed Meeting to discuss vacancies on certain authorities, boards, commissions and 
committees appointed by Council, pursuant to Section 2.2-3711(A)(1), Code of Virginia 
(1950), as amended.  A list of current vacancies is included with the agenda for this 
meeting. 
(7-0) 
 
A communication from Council Member Sherman P. Lea, Chair, City Council Personnel 
Committee requesting that Council convene in a Closed Meeting to discuss a personnel 
matter, being the mid-year performances of the Council-Appointed Officers, pursuant to 
Section 2.2-3711 (A)(1), Code of Virginia (1950), as amended. 
(7-0) 

PRICE 
40414-010416 
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A communication from the City Manager requesting that the Council convene in a 
Closed Meeting to discuss the disposition of City-owned property located at 2750 
Hoover Street, N. W., where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 
bargaining or negotiating strategy of the public body, pursuant to Section 2.2-3711 
(A)(3), Code of Virginia (1950), as amended.  
(7-0) 
 
ITEMS LISTED ON THE 2:00 P.M. COUNCIL DOCKET REQUIRING 
DISCUSSION/CLARIFICATION AND ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE 2:00 P.M. 
AGENDA.  NONE. 
 
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION BY THE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL.   NONE. 
 
1. Roll Call of Roanoke Regional Airport Commission.  

Commissioners Lawrence and Porterfield were absent. 
• Chairman H. Odell “Fuzzy” Minnix 

 
2. Opening Remarks  

• Chairman Minnix 
 
3. Items for Discussion:  
 

• Overview of Airline Service  
• Airline Incentive Program  
• Ground Transportation Program   
• Capital Projects scheduled for 2016 – 2017 

o Walkway Canopy 
o Proposed Maintenance Hangar for Piedmont 
o Ramp Rehabilitation 
o Passenger Boarding Bridges  

• General Aviation Terminal (Council Member Rosen) 
• Available Properties for Economic Development 

 
4. Comments by Council/Commissioners.   
 

5. Recess/Adjourn – 10:37 A.M. 
 
BRIEFINGS: 
 

• Broadband Authority Update   -  30 minutes 
• General Real Estate Reassessment  -  30 minutes 
• Budget/Financial Planning    -  30 minutes 

Deferred until the 2:00 p.m. Session – Page 8 
 

AT 12:25 P.M., THE COUNCIL MEETING WAS RECESSED UNTIL 2:00 P.M., FOR A 
CLOSED MEETING IN THE COUNCIL’S CONFERENCE ROOM, ROOM 451, 
NOEL C. TAYLOR MUNICIPAL BUILDING. 
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ROANOKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR SESSION 

 
JANUARY 4, 2016 

2:00 P.M. 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

  1. Call to Order--Roll Call.  All present. 
 

 The Invocation was delivered by The Reverend Jamaal L. Jackson, 
Pastor, The OutPour Church.  

 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was 

led by Mayor David A. Bowers.   
 
Welcome.  Mayor Bowers.   
 

NOTICE: 
 

Today’s Council meeting will be televised live and replayed on RVTV Channel 3 
on Thursday, January 7 immediately following the 2:00 p.m. session at 7:00 p.m.; 
and Saturday, January 9 at 4:00 p.m.; and video streamed by internet through 
CivicPlus, at roanokeva.gov/councilmeetings.  Council meetings are offered with 
closed captioning for the hearing impaired. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT MEMBERS OF COUNCIL RECEIVE THE 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA AND RELATED COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS, 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS, ETC., ON THE THURSDAY PRIOR TO 
THE COUNCIL MEETING TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT TIME FOR REVIEW OF 
INFORMATION.  



4 
 

THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE PROVIDES THE MAJORITY OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL AGENDA ON THE INTERNET FOR VIEWING AND RESEARCH 
PURPOSES.  TO ACCESS AGENDA MATERIAL, GO TO THE CITY’S 
HOMEPAGE AT WWW.ROANOKEVA.GOV, CLICK ON THE GOVERNMENT 
ICON.  
 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO COMPLY WITH THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT.  SPECIAL ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE FOR DISABLED 
PERSONS ADDRESSING CITY COUNCIL.  EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO 
PROVIDE ADAPTATIONS OR ACCOMMODATIONS BASED ON INDIVIDUAL 
NEEDS OF QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES, PROVIDED THAT 
REASONABLE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY THE 
CITY CLERK’S OFFICE. 
 
PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNCIL WILL BE REQUIRED TO 
CONTACT THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE PRIOR TO THE MONDAY COUNCIL 
MEETING, OR REGISTER WITH THE STAFF ASSISTANT AT THE 
ENTRANCE TO THE COUNCIL CHAMBER PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF 
THE COUNCIL MEETING.  ONCE THE COUNCIL MEETING HAS CONVENED, 
THERE WILL BE NO FURTHER REGISTRATION OF SPEAKERS, EXCEPT 
FOR PUBLIC HEARING MATTERS.  ON THE SAME AGENDA ITEM, ONE TO 
FOUR SPEAKERS WILL BE ALLOTTED FIVE MINUTES EACH; HOWEVER, 
IF THERE ARE MORE THAN FOUR SPEAKERS, EACH SPEAKER WILL BE 
ALLOTTED THREE MINUTES. 
 
ANY PERSON WHO IS INTERESTED IN SERVING ON A CITY COUNCIL-
APPOINTED AUTHORITY, BOARD, COMMISSION OR COMMITTEE MAY 
CONTACT THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE AT 853-2541, OR ACCESS THE 
CITY’S HOMEPAGE TO COMPLETE AN ONLINE APPLICATION. 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROANOKE IS SEEKING APPLICATIONS 
FOR THE FOLLOWING CURRENT VACANCIES AND/OR UPCOMING 
EXPIRATIONS OF TERMS OF OFFICE: 
 

BUILDING AND FIRE CODE OF APPEALS/AT-LARGE – TWO VACANCIES 
UNEXPIRED TERM OF OFFICE ENDING JUNE 30, 2016 

THREE-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE ENDING JUNE 30, 2018 
 

CITY OF ROANOKE FINANCE BOARD – ONE VACANCY 
UNEXPIRED TERM OF OFFICE ENDING JUNE 30, 2016 

 
FAIR HOUSING BOARD – ONE VACANCY 

THREE-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE ENDING MARCH 31, 2019 
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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD – TWO VACANCIES 
UNEXPIRED TERMS OF OFFICE ENDING MARCH 31, 2016 AND MARCH 31, 

2017 
 

ROANOKE VALLEY-ALLEGHANY REGIONAL COMMISSION – ONE 
VACANCY 

THREE-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE 
 

ROANOKE VALLEY RESOURCE AUTHORITY – ONE VACANCY 
FOUR-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE 

 
  2. PRESENTATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:   
 

Recognition of City employees with 30, 35 and 40 years of service.  
The Mayor recognized and presented gifts to all recipients in attendance.  
 

  3. HEARING OF CITIZENS UPON PUBLIC MATTERS:  
 

CITY COUNCIL SETS THIS TIME AS A PRIORITY FOR CITIZENS TO BE 
HEARD. ALL MATTERS WILL BE REFERRED TO THE CITY MANAGER FOR 
RESPONSE, RECOMMENDATION OR REPORT TO COUNCIL, AS HE MAY 
DEEM APPROPRIATE. 
 
Brian McConnell, W. Hunter Hartley, Martin Jeffrey and Robert Gravely 
appeared before the Council. 
 

4.      CONSENT AGENDA: 
(APPROVED 7-0) 

 
ALL MATTERS LISTED UNDER THE CONSENT AGENDA ARE 
CONSIDERED TO BE ROUTINE BY THE MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL AND 
WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION. THERE WILL BE NO SEPARATE 
DISCUSSION OF THE ITEMS.  IF DISCUSSION IS DESIRED, THE ITEM WILL 
BE REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA AND CONSIDERED 
SEPARATELY.  The Mayor called attention to one request for public 
hearing from the City Manager. 

 
C-1  A communication from the City Manager requesting that Council schedule 

a public hearing for Tuesday, January 19, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as a matter may be heard, with regard to the renewal for lease of 
space in the Center in the Square Parking Garage to The Orvis Company, Inc. 

 RECOMMENDED ACTION: Concurred in the request. 
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C-2  A communication from the Honorable Clifford R. Weckstein, Twenty-third 
Judicial Circuit of Virginia, transmitting the Annual Reports of the Board of 
Equalization for taxable years July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014 and July 1, 
2014 through June 30, 2015. 

 RECOMMENDED ACTION: Received and filed.   
 
C-3  Reports of qualification of the following individuals: 
 

Michael Woolwine and Marcus Huffman as members of the Board 
of Zoning Appeals for three-year terms of office, each, commencing 
January 1, 2016 and ending December 31, 2018; and 
 
Lew Bishop as a City representative to the Blue Ridge Behavioral 
Healthcare, Board of Directors, for a three-year term of office 
commencing January 1, 2016 and ending December 31, 2018. 

 RECOMMENDED ACTION: Received and filed. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA: 
 

  5. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE. 
 
  6. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE. 
 
  7. REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS AND COMMENTS OF 

CITY MANAGER: 
 
 a. CITY MANAGER: 
 
  BRIEFINGS:  NONE. 
 
  ITEMS RECOMMENDED FOR ACTION:   
 

1. Acceptance and appropriation of funds in connection with the 
Economic Development Growth Enhancement (EDGE) Program 
grant from the Appalachian Power Economic Development Team 
for expansion and attraction activities related to the Economic 
Development Department, with the City of Roanoke serving as 
fiscal agent for such funds. 
Adopted Resolution No. 40414-010416 and Budget Ordinance 
No. 40415-010416 (6-0, Council Member Rosen was not present 
when the vote was recorded) 



7 
 

 
2. Acceptance of donation of a police K-9 to the Roanoke Police 

Department from Summit Nutritionals International, Inc. 
 Adopted Resolution No. 40416-010416 (7-0) 
 
3. Execution of Change Order No. 1 to the City’s Contract with H & S 

Construction Company for additional services in connection with 
maintenance and replacement of concrete sidewalks, curb and 
gutter and handicap ramp work.  

 Adopted Ordinance No. 40417-010416 (7-0) 
 
COMMENTS OF CITY MANAGER. 
 
The City Manager shared the following comments: 
 
Christmas Tree Collection 

• Beginning the week of January 4, Solid Waste Management 
staff will be collecting Christmas trees.  

• Trees must be placed to the curb, free of all bags, tinsel, and 
decorations, as well as lights.  

• After the week of January 4, if residents place trees out for 
collection they must be combined with regular brush piles at 
the curb.  
 

  Collection of old recycling bins 
• Starting the week of January 11, Solid Waste Management 

crews will begin collecting the small green bins formerly used 
for recycling.  

• On that week, citizens will be asked to place the older, city-
owned recycling bins to the curb for collection.  Collection 
includes all three types of old recycling containers (30-gallon, 
22-gallon, as well as 18-gallon).   

• Residents may elect to keep the bins if they wish.  Reminders 
about this collection will be sent through the city's MyRoanoke 
email notification system, placed on the website, and posted 
on the City’s Facebook page, as well as the Solid Waste 
Management Facebook page. 

 
• If citizens have questions about the collection of Christmas 

Trees or Recycling Bins, please call 853-2000, Option 1. 
 
b. DIRECTOR OF FINANCE: 
 
 1. Financial report for five months ended November 30, 2015.   
  Received and filed. 
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  8. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:  NONE. 
 
  9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  NONE. 
 
CONTINUATION OF BRIEFINGS: 
 
 Budget/Financial Planning 
  
10. INTRODUCTION AND CONSIDERATION OF 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:   
 

a. A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a Friendship Agreement 
between Lijiang, City of the People's Republic of China and the City of 
Roanoke. 

 Adopted Resolution No. 40418-010416 (7-0) 
 
11. MOTIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: 
 

a. Inquiries and/or comments by the Mayor and Members of City Council. 
 

Council Member Bestpitch recognized Council Member Anita Price 
regarding her recent appointment as Vice-Chair to the National 
League of Cities Council on Youth, Education, and Families (YEF 
Council). 
 
Member Lea announced 2nd Annual Lea Classic scheduled for 
January 9, 2016 at the Berglund Center. 

 
b. Vacancies on certain authorities, boards, commissions and committees 

appointed by Council.  
 
 Reappointed Antwyne U. Calloway, Alesha Allen and Amanda C. 

Buyalos as members of the Fair Housing Board for three-year terms 
of office, each, ending March 31, 2019. 

 
Reappointed Christopher P. Morrill as a City representative of the 
Roanoke Valley Broadband Authority for a four-year term of office 
ending December 14, 2019. 
 
Appointed Wayne Hall as a member of the Building and Fire Code 
Board of Appeals to fill the unexpired term of office of Kirk Bates 
(Citizen at Large) ending June 30, 2016.   
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Appointed Claude “Sport” Paige as a member of the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board to fill the unexpired term of Sonya Echols 
ending March 31, 2016. 
 
Appointed William Penn as a member of the Roanoke Arts 
Commission to fill the unexpired term of office of Charlene Graves 
ending June 30, 2017. 
 
Appointed Jerry Smith to replace James M. Bullington as a City 
representative of the Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional 
Commission for a term ending June 30, 2018. 

 
 CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING. (7-0) 
 
12. RECESSED – 4:08 P.M. 
 
THE COUNCIL MEETING WILL RECONVENE ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 AT 
3:30 P.M. FOR THE SIGNING OF A FRIENDSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN LIJIANG, 
CITY OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE CITY OF ROANOKE IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, ROOM 450, FOURTH FLOOR, NOEL C. MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING, 215 CHURCH AVENUE, S. W. 
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